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MS. BENITEZ: In the same office?

WITNESS: Yeah, in -- in the office, yeah.
And about 100 -- about 100 members sleep in their
office if you didn't know that.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. I don't have any
other questions for you, Congressman. I'm not sure
if Annie or Omar have any - any more questions.

MS. CHO: Yeah. I -- I'm sorry if you've
already answered this. I just want to clarify,
Congressman. Does your wife have an official role
with your office, not on the campaign side?

WITNESS: No, not on the Congressional
side either.

MS. CHO: Okay.

WITNESS: Yeah. Not on the congressional
side. Just on the campaign side.

MS. CHO: Okay. Thank you.

WITNESS: Now, can I clarify one minor
question from a minute ago?

MS. BENITEZ: Sure.

WITNESS: 1Indhira, you asked when my son

was talking to my staff, and I mentioned -- about the
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PROCEEDTINGS

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. So on the record.
Today 1is August 25, 2021. We are conducting the
virtual interview of Witness 1. Mr. Witness 1 is
not represented by counsel. Speaking is Indhira
Benitez, Investigative Counsel with the Office of
Congressional Ethics. I'm also here with two of
my colleagues, Omar Ashmawy and Annie Cho.

Mr. Witness 1 has been given a copy of
18 USC 1001 and has acknowledged receipt of 18
USC 1001. And as I mentioned previously, Witness
1, please feel free to stop me if you need a
break, i1f you have a question, or if you just
need me to repeat a word or something that I
said.

WITNESS 1: I will do.

MS. BENITEZ: So we'll just jump right
into it. Let's start with some quick background
about yourself. Where are you from and what do
you currently do for work?

WITNESS 1: Background in the aspect of

the congressional member?
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MS. BENITEZ: No, yourself. So where
are you from and where do you currently work?

WITNESS 1: Sorry. In Colorado
Springs, I run a national veteran organization
and -- Veteran Sheepdogs of America.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And what is your
-- and you run the organization, so what's your
official title?

WITNESS 1: President and chairman.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And where were you
before this position?

WITNESS 1: I was district director for
Congressman, Doug Lamborn, and I ran his Colorado
Springs office.

MS. BENITEZ: And how did you end up
working for Representative Lamborn?

WITNESS 1: I was contacted by their
chief of staff, Dale Anderson.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And how do you
know Dale Anderson?

WITNESS 1: I met him randomly through

politics, local politics, but the Lamborns asked
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him to meet me to fill the position, district
director.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. So you had a prior
relationship with Dale?

WITNESS 1: Just professionally. I'd
met him through the Lamborns through local
politics.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And how long were
you working for Representative Lamborn?

WITNESS 1: December 21st, I believe,
was the start date, and then my last date was
like Mid-January --

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And you said --

WITNESS 1: -- of this year. Sorry.
So 2019, December 2019 to January 2021.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And you mentioned
that you met Dale through the Lamborns through
local politics, so you were involved with
Representative Lamborn and his campaign prior to
working for him?

WITNESS 1: I was chairman of the El

Paso County Republican Party.
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MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And so how long
have you known Representative Lamborn?

WITNESS 1: Since 2013 through
politics.

MS. BENITEZ: And while you were
district director -- is that correct -- while you
were a district director for the congressman --

WITNESS 1: Yes, I was. Sorry.

MS. BENITEZ: No worries. Who did you
report to as district director?

WITNESS 1: I was told by Dale Anderson
that he was my direct report.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And did you have
any staffers that reported to you?

WITNESS 1: Yes, I had six.

MS. BENITEZ: And who were those

WITNESS 1: It was who

was the faith outreach person for the

staffers?

congressman.
MS. BENITEZ: Mm-hmm.

WITNESS 1: I was —-- we had —-- well --
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MS. BENITEZ: Currently, yes.

WITNESS 1: I'm a political leper right
now because of -- they're aware that I'm going to
be a witness and so it's not good.

MS. BENITEZ: So let's kind of circle
back to your time in his office. What were -- as
district director, what were some of your day-to-
day duties while working for the congressman?

WITNESS 1: I had -- my morning day was
basically I'd get in and we'd have a morning
meeting that I instituted when I first was hired.
Around 8 to 10, we would just do a quick review,
stand-up meeting on what was going on today,
anything specific or, you know, something like
that, just to know where people were. And then
we would just answer emails. I would have
meetings with different business people, elected
officials, government officials, and things like
that on what was going on. That would be the
normal. COVID sort of changed all that, so --

MS. BENITEZ: So I'm assuming that

after COVID, a lot of this work was done
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virtually.

WITNESS 1: No. Well, we were open a
hundred percent the whole time. We never shut
down, so we had some virtual meetings. Most of
our meetings were virtual and we stayed in the
office as staff.

MS. BENITEZ: And it sounds like you've
known the congressman for some time. Have you
met his family?

WITNESS 1: One of his children and
Mrs. Lamborn, I've known her as -- just as long
as the congressman.

MS. BENITEZ: And what was your
relationship like with his child and Mrs.
Lamborn?

WITNESS 1: It was just at a
fundraiser. Mrs. Lamborn's and the congressman's
child, I had just met at the -- at a fundraiser
maybe six years ago and we really didn't talk.

It was -- well, actually, I did meet all their
children at a birthday party for the congressman.

I think it was 2019 as well. I apologize. I
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just remembered.

And I met, I believe, three of their
children and it was more just an introduction,
like this is our kids, and shake hands, and that
was it. There was real -- no in-depth
conversation. And then Mrs. Lamborn, she -—-
before working for her, was mostly quiet and just
short, any conversation, and so really didn't
know her, know her but, you know, she was always
pleasant when we met in public.

MS. BENITEZ: So you didn't have
frequent interactions with his children or his
wife?

WITNESS 1: No. Mrs. Lamborn, I
probably had the same interactions before I
started working with him as the congressman just
because of different social gatherings and things
like that that I would go to. They were always
together.

MS. BENITEZ: And these social
gatherings, were they campaign-related or

personal? You mentioned there was a birthday in
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2019. Was it a —--

WITNESS 1: That was the only real
personal event that I ever had -- I was invited
to was the birthday party. And then the rest
were either fundraisers, or political events, or
things to do with the party.

MS. BENITEZ: Did you ever —-- or did
the congressman ever ask you to assist his wife
or children at any personal matters or helping
with anything that didn't involve his campaign or
his work as a member?

WITNESS 1: Before working for him?

MS. BENITEZ: While you were working
for him.

WITNESS 1: There was personal errands,
mailing stuff. There was campaign things. I ran
their petition process in 2020, and then there
was sporadic campaign things that I was told to
take lunch to do, and then mostly it was staff
that did personal things.

MS. BENITEZ: And what kind of

campaign-related things would you do during
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lunch?

WITNESS 1: Stuff envelopes. I had to
do research on ZIP codes to target different
areas in the district for official mail.

MS. BENITEZ: And how about other

staffers, did they also do any campaign-related

FITNESS - Corxect:

did quite a few different things, which

she was compensated for sometimes. Other times,

work?

it was stuffing envelopes, writing things --
responses, articles for the campaign.

MS. BENITEZ: And how was
compensated for doing the campaign work?

WITNESS 1: She said she was paid by
check late fall/early winter of 2020 because it
-— she was stressed about that, she -- because
she wasn't getting compensated for it on the
campaign side, so I don't know the amount but she
said she received a check.

MS. BENITEZ: And who else? So

had done some campaign work. Who else

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

21-4329_0062




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Transcript of Witness 1
Conducted on August 25, 2021 15

on the staff?

WITNESS 1: Who else knew about it,
I'm sorry, or —--

MS. BENITEZ: Or who else was
performing kind of campaign errands or

activities?

WITNESS 1: Mostly and
myself, and then did a lot of

personal things with Zoom, setting up the
computer, working on the computer for Mrs.
Lamborn, moving things around. He would a lot of
times just tell me, Mrs. Lamborn called me. I
have to go, and it was understood that, like,
that took precedence under staying in the office.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. I think Annie had
a question.

MS. CHO: Yeah. Hi, Witness 1.
Regarding the campaign activity that you or some
of the other staffers conducted, was that during
official hours, or did you guys have to take some
time off, you know, during your actual work day,

or was it done on weekends, after hours?
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WITNESS 1: It was -- most of the
things that I mentioned were all done during the
business hour, office hours. We would -- you
know, stuffing envelopes, we were told if anybody
asked, it was -- we took it on our own lunch but
it would last like two or three hours. And there
was no, like, talk about vacation time or
anything like that.

, it was, you know, it was
always mentioned that it was our lunch but it
didn't matter what time it was. It could be 9
o'clock in the morning, 2 in the afternoon that
they would go and help Mrs. Lamborn.

MS. CHO: Okay. Thank you.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay. And you said that
you were told if -- like, when you were doing
these things such as stuffing envelopes,
etcetera, you were told to say that you were just
doing this during lunch.

Who instructed you to say that you were
doing these errands during lunch?

WITNESS 1: Dale Anderson and Mrs.
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Lamborn.
MS. BENITEZ: And to the extent that
Mrs. Lamborn was -- was she ever instructing you

specifically or more so other staffers?

WITNESS 1: It was either the -- Dale,
the chief of staff, or Mrs. Lamborn that would
dictate to me that -- you know, Mrs. Lamborn
would call my office and say that she needed me
or needed to talk to somebody else to have
something done, and then I -- or Dale would call
me and tell me.

MS. BENITEZ: So apart from yourself,
, and , were there any
other staffers that received similar calls from
Mrs. Lamborn?

WITNESS 1: Cathleen Clayton did and
also Tony Archer.

MS. BENITEZ: And would you be present
for these calls or were you kind of getting the
call from Mrs. Lamborn and then directing it to
Tony and Cathleen?

WITNESS 1: No. So as district
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PROCEEDTINGS

MS. BENITEZ: Today is September 7, 2021.
We are conducting the virtual interview of Witness
3. Witness 3 is represented by counsel, Greg
Harper, who is also present today. Speaking is
Indhira Benitez, Investigative Counsel with the
Office of Congressional Ethics. I'm also here
with my colleague, Annie Cho, who is joining me
today. Witness 3 has been given a copy of 18 USC
1001 and has signed the acknowledgement and
returned it to our office. Please feel free to
stop me, Witness 1, if you have any questions or
if you need a break.

How long have you been working for
Representative Lamborn?

WITNESS 3: Just over four years. Four
years and about four months.

MS. BENITEZ: And what is your current
title in his office?

WITNESS 3: I'm a senior advisor, and I do
faith-based outreach. It is now expanded to

community outreach. So I work in the District
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office doing community outreach.

MS. BENITEZ: How did you meet
Representative Lamborn?

WITNESS 3: Well, I knew him as a
congressional member. So I had been in the
community serving as a pastor. And so I just knew
him from some of that. And then I was introduced
to this role -- this position by the district
director at that time by the name of Dale
Anderson. They hired me, and that is when I
really started to know Congressman Lamborn better.

MS. BENITEZ: What are some of your
responsibilities as the senior advisor for
faith-based outreach?

WITNESS 3: So the first thing is we
communicate to our constituents the services that
our office provides. So whether it is ministry
leaders, or CEOs, or whether it is pastors of
churches, or leaders of synagogues —-- the entire
faith community. We are communicating these are
the constituent services that are available to

you. So when they interact with their people,
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they know who can help them maybe overcome an IRS
issue, or a Social Security issue, a lot of
veteran issues.

The second part of what I do is I convene
-- bring the community together to talk about what
are some of the solutions to the problems of our
community, so it turns into a pretty great deal.
Something I really enjoy doing.

MS. BENITEZ: And how would you describe
your relationship to the Congressman today?

WITNESS 3: Professional. I think that is
the best way to describe it. Very, very,
professional.

MS. BENITEZ: Have you had an opportunity
to meet anyone in the Congressman's family?

WITNESS 3: Sure. I got to meet,
casually, some of the different members; the
children, the grandchildren. And kind of the same
way they got to meet some of our family members.
We have five children that are a little bit
younger than the Congressman's family, but they

have been able to meet some of our family. When I
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say, professional, the Congressman has attended
two of the weddings for my children, which I
thought was professional, and I thought was also
courteous.

MS. BENITEZ: Have you had an opportunity
to meet the Congressman's wife?

WITNESS 3: I have, yes.

MS. BENITEZ: And how is your relationship
with Mrs. Lamborn?

WITNESS 3: It is fine. Very, very
professional. And I think professional,
respectful, and appropriately distant.

MS. BENITEZ: How often do you speak with
or interact with Representative Lamborn?

WITNESS 3: Oh, goodness. I can't even
quantify it. It is very rare. I send daily
report of the activities that I do to all of my
supervisors and a copy of that goes to the
Congressman. And then I send a weekend
faith-based outreach, so a lot of the work I do is
on the weekend interacting with the community. It

is all sent out directly to the Congressman, and
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then the response is usually Jjust brief. Few
questions here and there, and then other
professions —-- professionally, I'll facilitate
when we are doing community-based outreach, and
the Congressman is setting up different meetings
with different people. And then very, very,
rarely we do some friendly -- for instance, we'll
host a staff gathering at my house. We will watch
the Superbowl or basketball game or something like
that.

MS. BENITEZ: Social gatherings with --

WITNESS 3: That is correct. Thank you
for the right word.

MS. BENITEZ: And how often do you
interact with Mrs. Lamborn?

WITNESS 3: Even more rarely than that.
So maybe once or twice a month is pretty much all
I really interact with Mrs. Lamborn.

MS. BENITEZ: And what is the extent of
your interactions?

WITNESS 3: Well, this is on the side, so

again, I'll host a prayer meeting; so we invite
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some of the community members, some of the
constituents to come and pray with or pray over
the Lamborns. And there will be times when I
interact with her to find out what other prayer
requests that they have, and if she has any
special desires for that once a month meeting.
But that is not part of my job description. That
is just a personal engagement with them and the
community.

MS. BENITEZ: Has Mrs. Lamborn ever
reached out to you to perform any campaign related
work?

WITNESS 3: There has been some
opportunities. Not specifically as a reach out
from her but because of the work that I do with
this prayer group and interaction that I have had
with other parts, there has become some
opportunity to volunteer my time to maybe collect
signatures for a campaign or something like that.
But that wasn't anything I felt pressured for or
anything I would even reach out to. It was just

something that was an opportunity, and I was happy
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to be part of something like that.

MS. BENITEZ: How did you learn of the
opportunity to volunteer for these activities?

WITNESS 3: I had known that there was a
need for signatures. So having known of the need
for the signatures, I asked if there was anything
I could do to help.

MS. BENITEZ: Have you ever been to the
Congressman's personal home?

WITNESS 3: I have, yes.

MS. BENITEZ: And how many times have you
visited his home?

WITNESS 3: I would guess, over the course
of all those years, maybe ten times. A couple of
social Christmas parties or staff social events.
One time, Congressman and Mrs. Lamborn were kind
enough to have me and my wife over. I think that
was especially because Mrs. Lamborn had known that
our youngest child was going off to college. So
facing the empty nest, she wanted to reach out to
my wife, Nancy. Social occasions like that.

MS. BENITEZ: Have you ever been to the
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Lamborns' vacation home?

WITNESS 3: No. I was unaware that they
had a vacation home. If it is in Hawaii, then I'm
going to go a little further in wondering why I
haven't been invited.

MS. BENITEZ: Has Mrs. Lamborn ever
reached out to you for a personal errand where she
has asked you to help her with a personal errand?

WITNESS 3: Sure. Because there was some
of that personal friendship that had happened. An
example would be a Zoom meeting. So during COVID
because all of my meetings have shifted over to
Zoom, and, obviously, even on this, I'm not a
professional Zoomer; but I definitely have a
little more experience than others. She was
struggling with something, trying to have a
meeting with her daughter. And she would say,
Hey, can you help me with the Zoom?

And so it was something I was happy to be
able to help with on a personal level.

MS. BENITEZ: And how would you help her?

Would this be over the phone or in person?
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WITNESS 3: Mostly in person.

MS. BENITEZ: And how would she reach out
to you? In person or over the phone?

WITNESS 3: If she needed some help, she
usually would contact me on the phone.

MS. BENITEZ: And would she call you
during the week? On the weekends? When would she
call?

WITNESS 3: Just whenever the meeting was.
Whenever she was frustrated with whatever
technology she was struggling with, she would call
on my personal cell. And if I was available, I
would say, Yeah, I would be happy to come and come
help you out.

MS. BENITEZ: Did she ever call you while
you were working?

WITNESS 3: There were some times that I
would have office hours; so I would have to leave
the office, take a break, and go help her.

MS. BENITEZ: You mentioned earlier some
daily reports that you would send around and

summarize kind of what you did for the day. Who
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do these daily reports go to?

WITNESS 3: I believe -- for instance, I
fill it out and send it to whoever the office
manager of the day is. That would go to everyone
in the district office, everyone in the D.C.
office, and all of the leadership. Basically, an
opportunity for everybody to be informed -- here's
what is going on. Here's what we are putting our
attention to.

MS. BENITEZ: So for internal staff
members and the Congressman to be up to date with
what the staffers were doing?

WITNESS 3: Yes, that is correct.

MS. BENITEZ: Did these daily reports also
go to Mrs. Lamborn?

WITNESS 3: I think they do. Again, I'm
not aware of that. It is just a broad list, and I
think for her -- I think for her information on
those daily reports, she had been copied on them
as well. But once again, that is something that
I -- that is just my understanding. I haven't

even sent it out, I think I filled out the
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district office report one time before I was
compiling them. And then there was a general list
that we send it to, so it is not like we are
including or excluding anyone specific.

MR. HARPER: 1If I could just interject, so
we don't have to go back to the topic.

When you did the daily report and you
would send it out, you would send it out to
whoever your supervisor was; right?

WITNESS 3: So on a daily basis, I'm
sending it to someone within the district office
who is compiling those reports. I send it to one
person.

MR. HARPER: And they are sending it on to
the district -- well, it could be the district
director, but they could send it on to the Chief
of Staff. Would that be correct?

WITNESS 3: They send it on to the broad
distribution list, whatever that distribution list
is.

MR. HARPER: Okay.

WITNESS 3: I may have, Gregg, done it
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twice in all of these four years where I am trying
to help someone else compile the list, and then it
says "all staff." So there is an all-staff
mailing list, and it goes to everybody.

MR. HARPER: Thank you.

MS. BENITEZ: Annie?

MS. CHO: Hi, Witness 3.

To your knowledge, do you know if
Mrs. Lamborn holds any official role in
Representative Lamborn's office?

WITNESS 3: You know, I really don't know
that. I know that she has an official email as
far as a mail.house.gov email. But I don't know
the distinction between that. I know that most my
interaction with her is on the personal email.

MS. BENITEZ: Do you know what led to her
obtaining that official House email address?

MR. HARPER: If I could follow-up on
Annie's question.

Are you aware that having the official
email address is the way she could access her

husband or Congressman Lamborn's calendar?

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

21-4329_0133




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Interview of Witness 3
Conducted on September 7, 2021 17

WITNESS 3: You know, that would make
sense. But again, I Jjust have no knowledge on
that.

MR. HARPER: That is fine. Thank you.

MS. BENITEZ: Vane, if you don't mind,
could you pull up tab one please and mark that as
Exhibit A?

THE TECHNICIAN: Yes. Please stand by.

(Whereupon, Exhibit A was marked for
identification.)

MS. BENITEZ: Vane, if you don't mind, can
you please give Witness 3 control of the screen?

WITNESS 3: I'm going to need a little bit
of help. I may have mentioned I have a detached
retina, so vision 1s a little bit of a challenge
here.

MS. BENITEZ: Sure. We will zoom in here.

WITNESS 3: Okay. Go ahead.

MS. BENITEZ: Witness 3, I would like for
you to scroll through these emails and see if this
is similar to the daily reporting that you do and

other staffers do.
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Jeanie Lamborn, and District, and D.C. Staff;
correct?

WITNESS 3: Yes. So that would be
consistent with that all-staff list that I had
talked about.

MS. BENITEZ: Do you find i1t odd that
Mrs. Lamborn would be getting daily reports from
staffers?

WITNESS 3: Not really. I don't find it
odd. Simply, because I think she has an interest
with who is meeting who, what is going on. I
think it is just a matter of being informed. So
no, I don't find that odd.

MS. BENITEZ: You said you are not aware
of Mrs. Lamborn having an official role in the
office?

WITNESS 3: Yes. That is not something
I'm privy to.

MS. BENITEZ: Would you find it odd if she
didn't have an official role in the office, and
she was still receiving the office daily reports?

WITNESS 3: No. I just consider her an
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engaged, interested spouse.

MR. HARPER: I just think that -- Indhira,
that is calling for inflammation or a conclusion
that he is not going to be privy to. So I just
want to make sure we are staying on track here.
Certainly, it 1s not unusual for a spouse of a
member to have an official email address in order
to be apprised of what is going on particularly
with their spouses -- member spouses activity and
calendar.

MS. BENITEZ: Okay.

With that in mind, do the daily reports
have anything to do with Representative Lamborn's
calendar?

WITNESS 3: Maybe you could be more
specific. I'm not tracking with you. I don't
keep the calendar, so I'm not sure what you're
describing or asking.

MS. BENITEZ: Are the daily reports that
staffers send in on a daily basis, are those
reports —-- let me rephrase.

What goes into the daily reports?
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WITNESS 3: Okay. So I'm speaking for
myself because I don't know that there were ever
clear directions in giving them. I believe that
this is a tool to convey to my supervisors —-- that
would include the Chief of Staff, who I rarely had
interaction with because he was in Washington,
D.C.; or the district director, who I had a little
bit more interaction with because they are here;
but then also to the Congressman; and then anyone
else who was interested -- to be able to say, Here
is who I'm meeting with, here is the activities
that I'm doing, here is how I'm managing the time.

I'm doing community outreach, so I say
this tongue in cheek to the staff all the time.
But I remind them, the only time I'm not doing my
job is when I'm in the office because I have been
hired to be out in the community. But as you can
imagine, when I'm out in the community, then my
supervisors might be wondering, What in the heck
is that guy doing.

So I see the daily report as an

opportunity to tell them, Here is what I'm doing,
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here is the activities, and honestly, here is the
benefit that I'm bringing to our office.

MS. BENITEZ: So the daily reports are a
summary of what each staffer has done for that
day?

WITNESS 3: Well, yeah. That is a lot
easier way to put it. Thank you.

MS. BENITEZ: And so these -- the daily
reports have nothing to do with Representative
Lamborn's personal calendar?

WITNESS 3: Again, I'm not sure what
you're getting at. As far as his personal
calendar, what do you mean by that? What are you
asking exactly?

MS. BENITEZ: Whether or not what you are
reporting on in the daily reports has anything to
do with the Congressman's schedule, or any
meetings that he is attending, or any meeting that
is directly involving the Congressman having to
attend the function.

WITNESS 3: Only when I'm making those

recommendations. So as a communication tool, I
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would say, met with so and so. Congressman, this
would really be a good outreach for your next
district work period.

That's -- I'm not sure what you are
getting at, but that is the only way I can see the
correlation.

MR. HARPER: And if I could -- Indhira, if
I could follow up on that on the calendar.

What is on the screen here, Witness 3,
that you have control of. Under the Pikes Peak
Regional Air Show, it says Updating Calendar
Event. 1In that particular instance that I am
referring to, do you see that?

WITNESS 3: I don't see that.

MR. HARPER: Okay. It is under one --

WITNESS 3: Oh, I do see it now. Thank
you.

MR. HARPER: The fourth bullet point says,
Updating Calendar Event. So are you aware that
the member, in this case Congressman Lamborn,
would have the ability to access everybody's

calendar to see what they have scheduled that day?
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